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Subsea 7 Legacy and
General Diving History
This diagram shows the historical
relationships between the 30+ companies
which ultimately came together as Subsea 7

KEY

Brown & Root

DSND

Subsea 7

Stolt / Comex

Event

Merger

Brown & Root

Halliburton Oil Well
Cementing Company
1919

1919
Brown & Root founded
In Texas, USA

Taylor Diving &
Salvage founded in
New Orleans, USA.
                 1957

    1962
Halliburton 
acquires 
Brown & Root

1854
Det Søndenfjelds-Norske 
Dampskibsselskab AS. 
(DSND) founded on 06 June 
in Christiania Norway. The 
Norwegian capital's first 
steamship line with routes to 
foreign ports

1974
Kestrel 
Marine 
founded in 
Dundee, 
Scotland.

1973
Subsea Offshore 
starts operations 
in the UK.

1976
Wharton Williams 
(2W) founded in 
Aberdeen, 
Scotland.

BP purchased 50% 
of Subsea 
International 
shares / Odeco 
had 50%

Comex 
“Compagnie 
Maritime 
d'Expertises” 
founded in 
Marseille, 
France
     1961

Entrepose de 
Travaux Pétroliers 
Maritimes (EPTM) 
founded in Paris and 
Marseille, France

Lt Commander Ian E 
Fraser VC founded 
North Sea Diving 
Services
1965

1988
Brown & Root acquired 
all shares in 2W

Rockwater formed 
as a joint venture 
between SMIT 
International & 2W
1990

Subsea 
Group 
(including 
Subsea 
Offshore) 
acquired by 
Dresser
1994

1994
Brown & Root 
acquired Smit 50% 
share in Rockwater

Halliburton 
Subsea formed 
from merger of 
Subsea Offshore 
and Rockwater
1999

Diving History / Other

1995
DSND Subsea 
started construction 
& pipelay operations

1997
DSND acquired 
Oceaneering Int  North Sea 
Division & Consub

1999
DSND acquired 
Hays Ships

DSND 
acquired 
Ocean 

Technical 
Services (UK)

1996

DSND 
acquired 
Nemo 
Engineering 
and Seateam
1998

2002
DSND and Halliburton 
Subsea form Subsea 7 
in a 50/50 JV

All DSND Offshore 
assets transferred to 
Subsea 7 / Kristian Siem 
(Subsea 7 Holding Inc) 
took control of DSND 
Subsea (DSND Inc)

DSND acquired 
Halliburton’s 50% 
share of Subsea 7 
and floated Subsea 7 
Inc on Oslo Børs, 
Norway
2004

2006
Subsea 7 formed 
i-Tech Division

Subsea 7 
acquired 
Petrology
2007

Subsea 7 S.A.: 
combined entity 
post-merger 
between Acergy SA 
and Subsea 7 Inc
2011

2016
Subsea 7 
acquired 
Swagelining

2017
Subsea 7 
acquired 
certain 
businesses of 
EMAS 
Chiyoda 
Subsea

2015
Subsea Integration 
Alliance formed as 
a non-incorporated 
strategic global 
alliance between 
Subsea 7 & 
OneSubsea 
(Cameron & 
Schlumberger 
company)

Subsea 7 
acquired full 
ownership of 
Seaway 
Heavy Lifting
2017

2019
Subsea 7 
acquired 
Xodus 
Group

Subsea 7 
acquired 
4Subsea
2019

2021
Combination of 
Subsea 7’s offshore 
fixed wind business 
with OHT ASA to form 
Seaway7 ASA

SEAWAY DIVING 
AS Founded by Odd 
Berg (Bergship AS), 
Jon Berg (Nordive 
AS) & Jacob 
Stolt-Nielsen (Jacob 
Stolt-Nielsen AS) 
renamed 
Stolt-Nielsen 
Seaway AS
1973

Comex 
Houlder 
Diving 
founded in 
Aberdeen, 
Scotland
1977

1991
Seaway Heavy 
Lifting formed 
as a joint 
venture 
between 
Stolt-Nielsen 
Seaway and 
Kaliningrad 
Mornefty

Comex Hydra X - Théo Mavrostomo 
simulated hyperbaric chamber dive to 701 
msw - 20 November (World Record)
 
Stolt Comex Seaway formed - merger of 
Stolt-Nielsen Seaway & Comex Services
    1992

1998
Stolt Comex 
Seaway acquired 
Ceanic Corporation 
& Doc AS ROV 
Division & Diving 
equipment

Stolt Comex Seaway 
acquired ETPM, J R 
Mcdermott Diving & 
acquired 49% of NKT 
Flexibles - renamed 
Stolt Offshore in 2000
1999

2001
Stolt Offshore acquired 
Paragon Engineering 
Services

v

1947
First oil-producing 
offshore platform out 
of sight of land

1954
World’s first 
offshore pipeline 
laid by Brown & 
Root

1957
Construction 
of first 
purpose-built 
pipelay barge

1960
Formation 
of OPEC

World’s first 
underwater well 
completion by Shell 
in GoM

1961

   1964
Introduction of computer- 
assisted platform design

Murray Black - Divcon in 
Libya on DS Glomar V, 160 
msw with 14 min bottom time 
remains the deepest work 
dives in standard heavy gear

   1969
First Offshore 
Technology 
Conference (OTC) 
in Houston

After 26 dry wells 
drilled Ocean Viking 
hits oil on the 
Ekofisk Field

Discovery of Forties 
Field, the largest in 
the North Sea
1970

     1973
Arab oil 
embargo

Comex & 
Oceaneering 
field the first 
DSVs (Dive 
Support 
vessels)

1975
Reel pipelay depth 
exceeds 305 msw 

Taylor Diving begin 
deep-water hyperbaric 
welding.

Comex Divers recover 
BOP stack at 326 msw

1979
Iranian 
revolution 
causes oil 
crisis

Capsizing of 
accommodation 
unit - Alexander 
L Kielland
1980

1981
World record gold 
bullion salvage from 
HMS Edinburgh at 
245 msw depth

Production of 
first 3 bladed 
model wind 
turbine (22kw)
1982

1986
Major fall 
in crude oil 
prices

1988
Piper Alpha 
disaster
     

Exxon 
Valdez 
oil spill
1989

1990
Publication of the 
Cullen Report 
containing 106 
offshore safety 
recommendations

First offshore 
wind farm 
(Vindeby in 
Denmark)
       1991

1994
First floating 
production 
facility, 
Auger TLP

1996
Troll A natural gas 
platform, tallest 
and heaviest 
structure ever 
moved by man

2000
Kursk 
submarine 
disaster 
(Salvage  2001)

9/11 terrorist 
attacks on the 
World Trade 
Centre in New 
York and the 
Pentagon
2001

2002
Final 
agreement on 
the formation 
of Subsea 7 
on 23 May 
2002

2007
Beatrice 
Windfarm 
Demonstrator 
Project

2008
Oil price hits 
$147 a barrel

World 
financial 
crisis
2008

2010
Deepwater 
Horizon oil 
spill

2015
Paris Climate 
Agreement

Global Covid-19 
pandemic
2020

2021
United Nations 
Climate Change 
Conference 
(COP 26) held in 
Glasgow, 
Scotland

Beginning of 
five-year surge 
in oil prices
2003

2017
First floating 
offshore wind 
farm (Hywind in 
Scotland)

Industry Milestones

1771
British engineer, 
John Smeaton, 
Invented the air 
pump

Frenchman, Sieur 
Freminet, Invented 
a rebreathing 
device
1772

1797
German K.H. 
Klingert, presented 
the first diving 
helmet and suit

Augustus Christian 
Siebe invented an 
open diving suit
 1819

   1829
Charles & John 
Deane modified 
their smoke diving 
apparatus into a 
diving helmet and 
dress

Augustus Siebe 
designed the first 
completely 
sealed 
(watertight) 
diving dress
1837

         1870
R. Ridyard & W. Penk 
from Liverpool, 
recovered $180,000 
Mexican dollars from 
the Hamilla Mitchell 
wreck sunk in 42 msw

The record depth by 
Liverpool diver James 
Hooper salvaging 
copper from the wreck 
of the Cape Horn sunk 
in Pichidangui Bay 
Chile, at 34 fathoms 
(Hooper died on the 
wreck 13.04.1872)
  1872

1876
Henry Fleuss 
developed the 
first working 
self-contained 
oxygen 
rebreather

John Scott 
Haldane the 
father of modern 
decompression 
theory made a 
decompression 
chamber
   1905 

     1906
Herr Heinrich 
Draeger, announced 
a project which was 
to develop diving 
equipment which 
could work without 
the use of a pump

USN - Honolulu, 
Hawaii, the USS 
F-4 (SS-23) sank at 
a depth of 93 msw
1915

1929
Merritt - 
Chapman & 
Scott 
corporation, 
Diver Rigden 
Crawford 
conducted the 
first offshore 
oil exploration 
dive

Royal Navy 
divers dived 
to 100 mts
1930

1932
Royal Navy 
diver Hilton 
reached 105 
msw

The RN Second 
Admiralty's 
Committee on 
Deep Water 
Diving, 
produced 
decompression 
tables for diving 
to 92 msw
1933

1943
Jacques-Yves 
Cousteau and 
Emile Gagnan 
develop the 
first 'demand 
valve'

U.S. Navy 
divers reached 
160 msw

Royal Swedish 
Navy (hydrox), 
diver dies 
during 
decompression
1945

1948
Royal Navy 
diver 
Wilfred 
Bollard 
dived to 
163 msw

11 U.S. Navy 
divers are 
reported to 
have dived to 
171 msw

Bev Morgan 
made his first 
demand 
regulated 
diving mask
1949

1950
Robert Kirby 
made his first 
demand 
regulated 
diving mask

US Navy Experimental 
Diving Unit (NEDU) 
publish the USN Standard 
compression Tables

Charles Isbell and Murray 
Black started Associated 
Divers
1956

    1956
Soviet Navy established a 
new depth record wearing 
the new Russian GKS-3M 
helium injector equipment 
with multiple dives to 220, 
240, 260, 280 progressing to 
300 msw

Lt. George Wookey of the 
Royal Navy established a 
new depth record for a 
surface-supplied dive to 183 
msw

Al Warriner 
incorporated 
his small 
diving 
operation in 
New Orleans 
USA
1957

              1960
Bathyscaphe 
Trieste, reached 
the bottom of the 
Mariana Trench 
10916 msw on 23 
January 1960, 
piloted by Don 
Walsh & Jacques 
Piccard 

Stanford Brothers 
diving company 
formed

Hans 
Keller & 
Kenneth 
MacLeish 
dived to 
222 msw

1961

     1962
D Wilson w partners L 
Handelman, W 
Stefens & K Elmes 
Formed General 
Offshore Divers Inc

André Galerne of 
WWII fame founded 
(Montreal 1958) (NYC 
1962) International 
Underwater 
Contractors Inc

M Black, B Swain, W 
Thompson, G Mogus & 
B Clancy founded 
Divcon Inc
First commercial helium 
dives in GoM 

Robert Kirby developed 
a mixed gas 
re-circulating helmet

Nordive AS Founded in 
Tromsø Northern 
Norway
1963

1964
Dick Evans 
established 
Global Divers

Union Carbide 
formed Ocean 
Systems

Divcon Int UK 
1st North Sea 
Dive from a rig

1965
Formation of 
Kirby Morgan 
Partnership / 
Corporation

Cal Dive 
incorporated by 
Lad Handelman 
and Phil Nuytten

McDermott 
bought Dick 
Evans Inc & 
Underwater 
Services

OSI Inc 
dived from 
rig Ocean 
Traveler on 
NCS
1966

1967
(Stanford Bro) 
Stanford Marine 
Services dived 
from Rig Ocean 
Viking on NCS

OSI Inc 1st 
Hyperbaric 
contract welding 
offshore

Cal Dive & 
Can Dive 
became 
Oceaneering 
International 
Inc.

World Wide 
Divers 
Merged with 
Oceaneering 
International 
Inc.
1969

1971
Oceaneering acquired 
Divcon

Pro Dive 
started in 
Stavanger

Nordive AS 
opened an 
office in 
Stavanger 
providing 
ex Navy 
divers for 
North Sea
1972

1973
William Doré buys Global 
Divers from Ebb Lemaster 
and founds Global 
Industries

Scandive AS 
founded in 
Stavanger

Odd Berg 
Berg-Ship had 
DSV Arctic 
Surveyor & 
DSV Arctic 
Seal in the 
North Sea
1974

 

1975
US Navy dived 
to 350 msw in 
GoM

 

NUTEC 
(NUI) 
Hyperbaric 
test facility 
close to 
Bergen 
Norway 
opened
1976

 

1979
Divers at Duke University 
reach 686 msw in a dry 
chamber dive

 

HMS Reclaim’s divers 
dived to a simulated 
depth of 660 msw using 
tri-mix 
(Oxygen/Nitrogen/Helium)
1980

 

1987
National 
Hyperbaric Centre 
opened in 
Aberdeen Scotland

 

1994
Coflexip purchased 
Stena Offshore 
renamed "Coflexip 
Stena Offshore"

 

Global Industries 
purchased assets 
and vessels from Sub 
Sea International
1997

 

2005
Cal Dive International 
changed name to 
Helix Energy 
Solutions

 

Deepest ADS Dive Ever 
Recorded: Daniel P. Jackson
a US Navy diver, dived to 610 
msw, setting a record using the 
Atmospheric Diving System 
(ADS) suit
2006

 

2011
Technip acquired 
Global Industries.

 

James Cameron piloted 
solo the Deep Sea 
Challenger to 10,898.4 
msw in the Mariana 
Trench
2012

 

2017

FMC Technologies & 
Technip merged, renamed: 
TechnipFMC

 

First hyperbaric weld 
completed using Equinor’s 
fully automated remote PRS 
(Pipeline Repair System)
2019

Jacob Stolt 
Nielsen Jnr 
founded Parcel 
Tankers Inc
1959

3X Diving 
established  in 
stavanger by Leif 
Tore Skjerven, 
Gunnar Møllegaard 
& Odd Gåskjenn

Comex acquired 
Marex, renamed 
Comex UK
   1968

Dolphin 
Services AS 
acquired 3X - 
renamed 
Subsea 
Dolphin AS
1979

Stena 
purchased 
Houlder 
Offshore & 
Comex UK

Seaway UK 
subsidiary of 
SNS Founded
1989

1993
Subsea Dolphin 
AS renamed 
DOC AS

Stolt Offshore SA 
renamed to Acergy SA 
on 1st March
2006

Jacob Stolt 
Nielsen Jnr 
passed away on 
15th Feb at the 
age of 83
2015

        1958   
Lt-Commander Harry 
Wardle founded diving div 
of Reed & Malec / 
evolved into Strongwork 
Diving (International) Ltd

Dan Wilson, Ex-US Marine/Abalone Diver. Test 
dived to 120 msw wearing a basic Japanese air 
helmet, with a second stage scuba regulator 
(Heliox) soldered to helmet /First stage regulator 
clamped to a belt (Described by divers as 
insanity). Formed General Offshore Divers Inc in 
Santa Barbara, Cal USA     
                       1962                       

1964
Dan Wilson, 
built first 
commercial 
lockout diving 
bell "Purisima"

1967 
Halliburton, 
parent company 
of Brown & Root 
purchased 80% 
of Taylor Diving 
and Salvage

Acquired Taylor Diving & Salvage

Subsea International, purchased by 
Odeco (Initially named 
Sub-Sea-Odeco)
1969

Dan Wilson founded SubSea 
International in New Orleans, USA.

Subsea bought Strongwork 
Diving(International) UK Ltd

1975

2W Diving UK / Wharton & 
Williams Ltd 10% / Taylor 
Salvage & Diving, Brown & 
Root Halliburton 90%

1977 Subsea International bought 
Strongwork Diving(International) 
UK Ltd & Sonarmarine Ltd
1979

1979
2W Wharton 
Williams Ltd took 
over Taylor 
Salvage & Diving 
North Sea 
operations / 
renamed 
Wharton Williams 
Taylor Ltd

1982
BP Odeco 
Bought back 
50 % of 
Subsea 
International 
Shares from 
BP

Brown & Root 
transferred Taylor 
Diving & Salvage to 
2W Warton Williams 
Taylor Ltd
1985

1985 
Subsea 
International 
became 
SubSea 
Offshore UK

Brown & 
Root 
acquires 
100% of 
Rockwater 
shares
1997

Seaway 7 - Renewable business 
unit of Subsea 7 formed
2009

msw   =  Metres of Seawater

First Vessel acquired - DS St. 
Olaf / Prior to 1991, 38 vessels 
would be under their flag, most 
titled Kong (King) before the 
name
1855

1893
DSND Converted 
to a traded share 
company

Passenger 
transport 
routes ended
1964

  1985 
DSND revitalised 
following a period 
of low activity

DSND started 
investing in 
offshore 
vessels with 
dynamic 
positioning (DP)
1990

2001
DSND was renamed 
DSND Subsea in 
June. Head office 
relocated to 
Grimstad Norway

2004 - 2005
DSND renamed Siem Offshore & 
Acquired Haliburton's 50% shares in 
Subsea 7 & floated Subsea 7 Inc on 
Oslo Børs, Norway

v

1929
Merritt, Chapman & 
Scott – Rigden 
Crawford conducted 
the first offshore oil 
exploration dive (Cal)

v

1943 
Jacques-Yves 
Cousteau & Emile 
Gagnan developed 
the first 'demand 
valve' / 'Aqualung' 
& SCUBA gear

v

Arne Zetterstrom (Royal Swedish Navy) 
dived Baltic Sea breathing HYDROX mix 
from HMS Belos to 160 msw with 129 min 
decompression (Died during 
decompression)
1945

Comex 
built a 
hyperbaric 
centre in 
Marseilles 
France
1964

Researched & compiled by Paal Stefan Dinessen 
Created by Paul William Cade
August 2022

PSV Seaway Trias re-named DSV Seaway 
Eagle converted for saturation diving with first 
operational Kongsberg DP system
1976

1977
Comex Janus IV - 
Open-sea dive to 501 msw

Comex performed a 
simulated hyperbaric 
pipeline repair at 300 msw
1983

1988
Comex Hydra VIII - 
Open-sea dive 
pipeline connection 
breathing hydreliox 
at 534 msw from 
DSV Orelia

1990 
Comex 
THOR (TIG 
Hyperbaric 
Orbital 
Robot) 
habitat 
system 
operational

First commercial sat dive - Smith Mountain Dam 
to 61m (1965)
First commercial offshore sat dive GoM to 73 msw. Both 
projects by Westinghouse Inc Undersea Division & Marine 
Contracting Inc using Cachalot sat dive system  (1966)
                                1965-1966

1829-1970 The eight key evolutionary technical advancements - Foundation steps of modern deep diving:

•1• 1829: The invention of the diving helmet & dress by brothers Charles & John Deane; Represents the birth of the commercial 
diving industry & the first key evolutionary step of modern diving.
•2• 1905: The development and publication of the first safe decompression tables by John Scott Haldane; His tables remained in 
use by the Royal navy till 1955. In 1907 he made a functional decompression chamber.
•3• 1929: The use of the first Submersible Decompression Chamber (SDC) from HMS Tedworth in Loch Long, Scotland. Royal 
Navy divers T. Bell & W.H Davidson, overseen by Professor Sir Leonard E. Hill, reached 91.4 m & returned to the bell at 20.1 m. 
The bell was built by Siebe Gorman & Co Ltd.
•4• 1937: The first deep dive using HELIOX mixture & DESCO gear to 128 msw by divers Max Nohl & Jack Browne with 
hyperbaric physiologist Edgar End. (Developed by Diving Equipment & Salvage Company, Wisconsin USA).
•5• 1957: The first use of Transfer Under Pressure (TUP); The Admiralty commissioned a diving system permitting the diving bell 
to be locked onto a deck compression chamber, allowing divers to transfer under pressure (TUP) (Patented by R.H. Davis of 
Siebe Gorman & Co. Ltd. in 1931). The TUP system became the standard method for all deep diving operations worldwide.
•6• 1962: The first 305 msw dive at sea; Swiss diver Hannes Keller & Englishman Peter Small dived using a diving bell (Atlantis) 
from support vessel Eureka breathing a HELIOX gas mixture developed by hyperbaric physiologist Dr Albert Bühlmann.
•7• 1964: The first saturation dive (Habitat); Belgian Robert Pierre André Sténuit and American Jon Morrow Lindbergh dived to 
132 msw from The M/S Sea Diver.
•8• 1970: Breaking the 366m helium barrier; Divers John Bevan & Peter Sharphouse dived to 457.2m in a chamber at the Royal 
Naval Physiological Laboratory over 12 days in 1970, overseen by Royal Navy physiologist Dr Peter B. Bennett.

1 The 8 Evolutionary steps of diving

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

 

Russia invaded 
Ukraine on 24 
February 
2022

 

2002 
Technip merger with Coflexip, 
who had acquired Aker Maritime 
deepwater division - Renamed 
TechnipCoflexip

Technip 
established by 
IFP, Institut 
français du pétrole
   1958

Jan 2005 / Stolt Nielsen family 
group (Stolt Tankers) divested their 
ownership shares of Stolt 
Offshore. The company was listed 
on Oslo Stock Exchange and 
NASDAQ


